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Current Concepts in 
Pediatric Advanced Practice
Virtual Conference

Thursday, Dec. 1 and 
Friday, Dec. 2, 2022

learn more: chop.cloud-cme.com
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Course Overview
The all-new Current Concepts in Pediatric Advanced Practice Conference commences in 2022 which marks the 
23rd anniversary of Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia’s Annual Advanced Practice Provider Conference and the 
second year of our all-virtual conference with content for APPs in a different roles — acute care, primary care and 
management. The conference offers a wide variety of topics related to all aspects of pediatric advanced practice 
including innovations in medical management and professional development strategies as well as leadership and 
topics for managers. Virtual opportunities for interactive learning and professional networking will augment the 
didactic components of the sessions. 

The conference is targeted to nurses, advanced practice providers and physician colleagues in all practice areas 
throughout the spectrum of pediatric healthcare. Nursing and pharmacology contact hours will be provided by the 
American Nurses Credentialing Center’s Commission on Accreditation (ANCC). This program is not yet approved 
for AAPA CME credit. Conference organizers plan to apply for AAPA Category 1 CME credits from the AAPA Review 
Panel. The total number of approved credits is yet to be determined.

Keynote Speakers
Paul Offit, MD is the Director of the Vaccine Education Center and professor of pediatrics in the Division of 
Infectious Diseases at Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia. He is the Maurice R. Hilleman Professor of Vaccinology 
at the Perelman School of Medicine at the University of Pennsylvania.

Daniela Brissett, MD is an adolescent medicine fellow in the Craig-Dalsimer Division of Adolescent Medicine at 
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia. She is also an LDI Fellow and works in the CHOP Policy Lab.

Mark Weber, RN, CRNP-AC is a Nurse Practitioner in the Pediatric Intensive Care Unit at Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia and the Program Manager for Vascular Access Initiatives in the Department of Anesthesiology and 
Critical Care Medicine. 

Dorrie K. Fontaine, RN, PhD is the dean emerita and professor at the University of Virginia School of Nursing, 
retiring in 2020 after serving as dean for eleven years. Dorrie lectures widely on the importance of teaching 
resilience practices to nursing and medical students as well as clinicians and faculty to help create healthy work 
environments where all can flourish.

General Information
The registration fee includes the conference livestream, online presentations, and CEU and other credits. The 
registration fee is $500; $300 for students.

Course Objectives
• Describe current evidence-based practices for managing pediatric patients across the healthcare spectrum
• Identify opportunities for innovative approaches to caring for pediatric patients
• Explain the current state of practice for APPs across the nation
• Discuss management strategies to optimize team structure, leadership, and professional development

Nursing Continuing Professional Development Approved Provider Statement 
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia is approved as a provider of nursing continuing professional development by 
the Pennsylvania State Nurses Association, an accredited approver by the American Nurses Credentialing Center’s 
Commission on Accreditation.

Cancellation and Refund Policy
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia reserves the right to cancel or postpone any course due to any unforeseen 
circumstances. In the event of cancellation or postponement, Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia will refund 
any registration fees, less a $75 service charge, but is not responsible for any related costs, charges or expenses 
to participants. In order to process refunds for course withdrawals, cancellation must be received in writing by 
Thursday, Nov. 17, 2022. No refunds will be issued thereafter.
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December 1, 2022 

Time Acute Care Ambulatory/Primary Care Managing APPs 

8 – 8:05 a.m. Welcome and Introductions

8:05 – 8:15 a.m. Patient Safety & Quality — Dan Hyman & Christine D. Franciscovich

8:15 – 9:15 a.m. COVID-19 Update — Paul Offit

9:15 – 10 a.m. SIRS, Sepsis and Shock 
Maureen Madden

Eosinophilic Esophagitis: 
A Combined Approach 
Terri Brown-Whitehorn
Amanda Muir

Increasing Diversity, Equity and Inclusion 
Among APPs
Amtul Safi 

10 – 10:15 a.m. Break 

10:15 –
11:15 a.m.

Clinical Informatics in Acute Care 
Emily Schwartz 
Lillie Rizack 
Lia W. McNeely 

Food and Medication Allergies 
and Bravery Program
Megan O. Lewis

Advocating for the APP Roles
Denis Hawkins
Christopher D. Newman

11:15 – 11:30 a.m. Break 

11:30 a.m. – 
12:30 p.m.

Acute Care Breakout Sessions 1: 
Urgencies and Emergencies

1. Neurosurgical — Post-op 
Complications  
Veronica Zielinski 
Kenya Agarwal 

2. Endocrine — Adrenal 
Insufficiency  
Christine Kearney

3. Respiratory — NIPPV Basics 
Ariel Warren

Breakout Session 1:

1. Not Just Teens: Depression in 
Early and Middle Childhood  
Annie B. Kearny 

2. Cranial Conundrums: Evaluation 
of the Infant Head Shape  
Allison Rodman 
Caitlin Davenport 

3. It is All About Preparation: 
Transitioning to Adulthood for 
Youth With and Without Special 
Needs  
Symme Wilson Trachtenberg

APP Well-being — How to Build a 
Wellness Culture
Megan Hood
Matt Tiede
Bridget Sullivan Garmisa

Staying in Balance as an APP Leader
Vicki Amon

12:30 – 1 p.m. Lunch 

1 – 2:15 p.m. Acute Care Breakout Sessions 2: 
Technologies

1. Cardiovascular Support 
Modalities 
Sarah Bond 

2. Advances in Wound Care 
Molly Stetzer 

3. Patient-controlled Analgesia 
and Pain Management Devices 
Andria Janos 

Newborn Care Updates Panel 

Newborn Screen 101 
Nicole M. Engelhardt

Newborn Rashes and When To 
Intervene for the Primary Care APP
Brenna Hones
Katherine McDonald 

Stool in Newborn to 6 months
Taylor McLaughlin

1 – 1:30 p.m.
Strategies and Top Tips for Successfully 
Managing APPs 
Leslie G. Obermeier

1:30 – 2:15 p.m.
Round Table Discussion

2:15 – 2:30 p.m. Break

2:30 – 3:30 p.m. Medication Safety for the Acute 
Care APP
Christine Franciscovich 

Thinking About Autism
Eron Friedlaender

Building Financial Acumen 
Jenn M. Linso
Kerri Lombardi

3:30 – 3:45 p.m. Break 

3:45 – 4:45 p.m. Positive Youth Development and Relating to Gun Violence
Daniela Brissett
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December 2, 2022 

Time  Acute Care  Ambulatory/Primary Care  Managing APPs 

8 – 9 a.m. Keynote Session
The Road from Novice to Expert is Anything but Straight — Mark D. Weber

9 – 10 a.m. Pharmacogenetics 
Aparna Kumar

What’s New in Acne
Leigh Ann Rola

Advocacy, Persistence and Patience: 
Creating a Path to Clinical Informatics as 
an APP at CHOP
Lia W. McNeely

10 – 10:15 a.m. Break 

10:15 – 
11:15 a.m. 

Acute Care Breakout Session 3:
Challenging Cases

1. Lymphatics 
Lauren Biroc 

2. Gastrointestinal 
Valerie Eichler

3. Cardiorespiratory 
Amanda Mastrippolito

Mental Health Concerns Breakout

1. Functional Neurologic Disease 
Lisa G. Garber 

2. One Bite at A Time: Recognition and 
Treatment of Eating Disorders  
Alycia Bischof

3. The Loneliness Epidemic: An Impact 
on Adolescents and Young Adults  
Chrissy Summering

Developing APP Leadership
Sue Ogle

11:15 – 11:30 a.m. Break

11:30 a.m. – 
12:30 p.m. 

Tips and Tricks in Discharge 
Planning and Case Management 
Melanie Scala

Hearing Assessment After the Newborn 
Period: Understanding the Importance 
and Improving Effectiveness 
Sarah McKay 

Dental for Primary Care 
Jennifer L. Udis

Creative Ways to Build the APP Workforce 
Amy Scholtz
Aaron Carpenter
Kelly Bugos

12:30 – 1 p.m. Lunch

1 – 2 p.m. Anticoagulation Strategies and 
Monitoring
Jill Thomas

Beyond Murmurs Brush Up
Clare Ryan

1 – 1:45 p.m.
Advanced Practice Councils: A Framework 
to Support Clinical Practice, Professional 
Development and Provider Wellness
Sarah Birch
Jenny Michel

1:45 – 2:15 p.m.
Round Table Discussions

2 – 2:15 p.m. Break

2:15 – 3:45 p.m. Cutting Edge Concepts in Pediatric 
Acute Care Panel

NAVA
Emily Reeher

Technology Dependent Pulmonary 
Rehabilitation
Leia Mita 
Jacqueline Vicencio

Continuous Glucose Monitoring 
and Insulin Delivery
Pantea Minnock
Alexis P. Lipinski

Primary Care Panel: 

Wheeze Should Talk: An Asthma Update 
Kelly Halbert

An Introduction to Travel Health in 
Pediatric Primary Care 
Melissa Christie

Hypothyroidism in Children 
Stephanie Robbins

2:15 – 3:30 p.m.
Leading Through Change 
Scott Switalski

3:45 – 4:45 p.m. Closing Session
Self-care Superpowers APPs Need to Promote Change

Dorrie K. Fontaine
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Program Directors

Kristin Drexel, MSN, CRNP
Advance Practice Provider Professional Development Specialist
PSNA Planner
Pediatric Acute Care Faculty, School of Nursing
University of Pennsylvania

Sue Ogle, MSN, CRNP
Sr. Director for Advanced Practice

Barbara Picard, MSN, CRNP
Karabots Primary Care Center 
Primary Care Faculty, School of Nursing
University of Pennsylvania
LEND Fellow 

Amy Scholtz, MSN, RN, WHNP-BC
Director, Center for Advanced Practice  

Jessica Wellner, MSN, PMC-HI, RN
Coordinator, Center for Advanced Practice

Planning Committee Members

ACUTE CARE PROGRAM
Heather Anne Farrell, MSN, CRNA
Education and Professional Development Coordinator 
General Anesthesia Division

Sarah Bond, MS, PA-C
Physician Assistant
Cardiothoracic Surgery 

Leigh Ann DiFusco, PhD, RN, PCNS-BC
Clinical Nurse Specialist
Cardiac Center 

Emily Schwartz, MSN, RN, CRNP
Nurse Practitioner 
Cardiac Center Quality, Safety and Value Advisor
Cardiac Intensive Care Unit

AMBULATORY/PRIMARY CARE PROGRAM
Eileen W. Bookbinder, MSN, CRNP, CPNP-PC
Emergency Department 

Caitlin Davenport, MSPAS, PA-C
Department of Neurology 

Bernadette Gerardi, MSN, RN, CPNP
CHOP Care Network Norristown

Margaret Mitchell MSN, RN, CRPN, CPNP-PC
Developmental and Behavioral Pediatrics 

Clare Ryan, MSN, CPNP
CHOP Care Network Flourtown
NAPNAP, Pa. Del. Val. Chapter

MANAGING APPS PROGRAM
Kate Bordner MPAS, PA-C
APP Manager 
Medical NICU

Diana Holbein MSN, CRNP-AC/PC
APP Team Lead
Cardiac Care Unit 

Unless otherwise noted, faculty is from Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia and the Perelman School of Medicine at the University of Pennsylvania

Kerri Lombardi, MSN, CRNP, MJ, MBA
APP Manager, Cardiac Center
APP Manager, ED (Interim)

Leslie G. Obermeier, MSN, CRNP, NEA-BC
APP Manager
Anesthesia Resource Center, Pain Management Service 

Komal Patel, MSN, CRNP
Nurse Practitioner 
Otolaryngology

Kristin Rogers, MS, PA-C
Physician Assistant
Medical NICU

Faculty

Kenya Agarwal, MSN, RN, ACCNS-P, CPN, CCRN
Clinical Nurse Specialist 
Pediatric Intensive Care Unit, NeuroCritical Care Unit 

Vicki Amon, BS, NBC-HWC
HR Program Manager, Well-Being
Board Certified Health Coach

Lauren Biroc, MSN, CPNP-AC, CCRN
Nurse Practitioner
The Jill and Mark Fishman Center for Lymphatic Disorders

Sarah Birch, DNP, APRN, CPNP-PC  
Director, Advanced Practice Providers 
Children’s National Medical Center
Washington, DC

Alycia Bischof, DNP, CRNP, CPNP-PC
School of Nursing
University of Pennsylvania 

Daniela Brissett, MD
Adolescent Medicine Fellow
Craig-Dalsimer Division of Adolescent Medicine

Terri Brown-Whitehorn, MD
Division of Allergy and Immunology
Professor of Clinical Pediatrics 

Kelly Bugos MS, RN, ANP-BC, NPD-BC, AOCNP
APP Manager
Director of the Advanced Practice Provider (APP) Fellowship Program
Stanford Health Care 

Aaron Carpenter, DNP, MDiv, APRN
Senior Director Ambulatory/Advanced Practice Nursing
Nemours Children’s Hospital

Melissa Christie, MSN, CPNP-PC
Pediatric Nurse Practitioner 
Care Network Drexel Hill, Media and Broomall
Department of Pediatric Instructor at the University of Colorado School 
 of Medicine

Valarie Eichler, APRN, MSN, CPNP-AC/PC
Critical Care Services
Pediatric Intensive Care 
UT Southwestern Medical Center
Children’s Medical Center Dallas
Children’s Medical Center Plano 
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Nicole M. Engelhardt, MS, LCGC
Licensed Genetic Counselor in the Division of Genetics
Section of Biochemical Genetics.

Dorrie K. Fontaine, RN, PhD, FAAN
Dean Emerita and Professor Emerita
University of Virginia School of Nursing

Christine Franciscovich, MSN, CRNP, NNP-BC
Patient Safety and Improvement Advanced Practice Provider
Safety Team, Center for Healthcare Quality and Analytics

Eron Friedlaender, MD, MPH
Attending Physician, Pediatric Emergency Medicine
Professor of Clinical Pediatrics
Perelman School of Medicine, University of PennsylvaniaCore Member, 
 MIXdesign

Lisa G. Garber, MSN, RN, CRNP-PC
Department of Neurology

Bridget Sullivan Garmisa, MSN, MS, CRNP, RD
APP Well-Being Ambassador
APP Clinical Leader – Expert
Pediatric Nurse Practitioner – Karabots CHOP Care Network

Kelly Halbert, MSN, CRNP
Pulmonary Department
Nemours Children’s Hospital

Denis Hawkins, MSN, CCRN, FNP-BC
Sr. Director for Advanced Practice 

Brenna Hones, MSN, RN, CRNP, CPNP-PC
Pediatric Nurse Practitioner
Developmental and Behavioral Pediatrics
Newborn Nursery (Per Diem)
Pennsylvania Hospital

Megan Hood, MBA, MSPAS, PA-C
APP Manager, Medical and Medical Subspecialties

Dan Hyman, MD
Vice President and Chief Safety & Quality Officer 

Andria Janos, MSN, CRNA
Department of Anesthesia and CCM
OR/NORA Anesthesia

Annie B. Kearney, MSN, CRNP, PMHNP-BC
Psychiatric Nurse Practitioner, Center for Advanced Behavioral Health

Christine Kearney, MMS, PA-C 
Physician Assistant
Pediatric Critical Care 
Seattle Children’s Hospital (Seattle, Wash.)

Aparna Kumar, PhD, MPH, MSN, CRNP, PMHNP-BC
Assistant Professor, Psychiatric Mental Health Nurse Practitioner 
Program Director, Jefferson (Philadelphia University and
 Thomas Jefferson University), College of Nursing
Psychiatric Mental Health Nurse Practitioner, Thomas Jefferson 
 University Department of Psychiatry and Human Behavior 
 Outpatient Department
Thomas Jefferson University Hospital  

Megan O. Lewis, MSN, CRNP 
Pediatric Nurse Practitioner 
Program Manager, Food Allergy Center

Jennifer M. Linso, BSN, RN, MSM
Manager, Field Finance

Maureen A. Madden DNP, CPNP-AC, CCRN
Professor, Department of Pediatrics
Rutgers Robert Wood Johnson Medical School 
Nurse Practitioner
Pediatric Critical Care Unit 
Bristol-Myers Squibb Children’s Hospital at Robert Wood Johnson 
 University Hospital

Amanda Mastrippolito MSN, CPNP-AC
Congenital Cardiothoracic Surgery Nurse Practitioner
Pediatric & Congenital Heart Surgery
Weill Cornell Medicine 

Katherine McDonald, MSN, RN, CRNP
Pediatric Nurse Practitioner
Newborn Nursery
Pennsylvania Hospital

Sarah McKay, AuD, CCC-A
Audiology Clinical Supervisor

Taylor McLaughlin, PA-C
Inpatient GI FLOC
Division of Gastroenterology, Hepatology and Nutrition

Lia McNeely MA, MSN, MBMI, CRNP
Director, Analytics
Orthopaedic Nurse Practitioner

Jenny Michel, DNP, APRN-CNP, AC/PC
Director of Advanced Practice  
Akron Children’s Hospital 

Pantea P. Minnock, MSN, RN, CPNP
Pediatric Nurse Practitioner
Division of Endocrinology/Diabetes

Leia Mita, CRNP
Nurse Practitioner
Lung Transplant and Rare Lung Disease

Amanda Muir, MD
Division of Gastroenterology, Hepatology and Nutrition
Assistant Professor of Pediatrics

Christopher D. Newman, PA-C
Associate Professor of Clinical Practice
Director of APP Practice Development
Department of Pediatrics
University of Colorado School of Medicine
Physician Assistant (PICU) Children’s Hospital Colorado (Aurora)

Paul Offit, MD
Director, Vaccine Education Center

Emily Reeher MMS, PA-C
Physician Assistant
Pediatric Intensive Care Unit
Penn State Hershey Children’s Hospital 

Lillie Rizack, CNM, MSN, ACHIP
APP Clinical Data Specialist
Center for Advanced Practice 

Stephanie Robbins, MSN, CRNP
Thyroid Center Nurse Practitioner
Division of Endocrinology
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Allison Rodman, MPAS, PA-C 
Department of Neurosurgery 

Leigh Ann Rola, MPAS, PA-C, 
Physician Assistant, Division of Dermatology

Kaitlyn R. Rubnitz, MPAS, PA-C
FLOC Physician Assistant
Cardiothoracic Surgery, Cardiac Center

Amtul Safi, MBA
Director, Office of Diversity and Inclusion

Melanie Scala, MSN, CPNP-AC
Senior Nurse Practitioner II
Pediatric Cardiothoracic Surgery 
Children’s Heart Program, University of Maryland Medical Center

Molly Stetzer, MSN, RN, ACCNS-P, CWOCN
Clinical Nurse Specialist
Wound Ostomy and Vascular Access Services

Chrissy Summering, LCPC
Doctoral Candidate 
Primary Clinician at Innercept LLC
Coeur d’Alene, Idaho

Scott Switalski, JD
Senior Manager, Leadership & Professional Development

Matthew Tiede, MS, PA-C
APP Manager, Inpatient Medical

Jill Thomas, MSN, CRNP-AC
Senior Nurse Practitioner
Pediatric Intensive Care Unit
University of Maryland Medical Center

Symme Wilson Trachtenberg, MSW
Social Worker, Adult Care and Transition Team and 
 Trisomy 21 Adult Program
Social Work Lead, PCORI COMETS Study

Jennifer L. Udis, DMD
Dentistry for Children, Flourtown, PA

Ariel Warren, MS, CPNP-AC/PC, CCRN, CHPPN
Nurse Practitioner
Cardiac Intensive Care Unit
Lurie Children’s Hospital of Chicago

Mark D. Weber RN, CRNP-AC
Program Manager- Vascular Access Initiatives 
Department of Anesthesiology and Critical Care Medicine
Pediatric Critical Care Nurse Practitioner PICU/ PCU

Veronica Zielinski MSN, RN, ACCNS-P, CPN
Clinical Nurse Specialist, 9 South Neuroscience Unit


